NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2008

Hi and welcome to the November/December 2008 issue of 

“The Stitcher”

Wow!  This is the last newsletter I will be writing to you this year.  As I always seem to find myself saying – where has the year gone?

Already we are getting our plans in place for 2009.  We are starting our programme earlier in 2009 with “Mystery Mornings” in January and more Saturday patchwork classes from February.  

In early December we will be taking delivery of a 250mtr Gutermann Thread rack consisting of over 56 colours – see Page 4 for details.  This month we are releasing 2 new candlewick projects – a cushion and a small wallhanging.  Details on Page 3  

Margaret is going to begin releasing patterns for a new candlewick quilt titled “Vases of Flowers” in the January Stitcher.  Initially these patterns will be released bi-monthy.

It has been pleasing to have many of you coming to take advantage of the weekly specials.  We find this encouraging as it takes time to write and prepare newsletters and we love you to make use of the specials!  

On the home front, things have been rather hectic.  Damien and Victoria have found a home that will accommodate their needs much better and are getting ready to move in December – yes, just in time for Christmas.  The boys are doing well.  Although at 16 months, Grant is not yet walking, he is riding his little bike!  We went to Melbourne at the beginning of October to visit our other son.  We had a lovely time with Julian and Tresca and took our time coming home.  It was a lovely small break, but of course, not long enough!

Bruce manages to keep really busy, he has planted a lovely vegetable garden again this year.  The rest of the garden is looking quite good despite the dry conditions again.     

Visit OUR Studio

Fridays and Saturdays

9.30am to 1.00pm.

No appointment is necessary at these times.  This is the ideal opportunity to view our samples, kits, patchwork fabrics, make purchases or arrange class bookings.  Should these times not suit you, please phone for an appointment.  

We especially welcome Interstate and Overseas visitors.
WEEKLY STUDIO SPECIALS

Here is our list of specials for the next two months.  These discounts can also be applied to mail orders – mail order customers, please request your discount.

10th November – 15th November 2008

10% off ALL BOOKS

 17th  November – 22nd November 2008

15% off ALL FABRIC ON FLAT BOLTS

 24th November – 29th November 2008

10% off TORCHON LACE
1st December – 6th December 2008

10% off all NOTIONS

8th December – 13th December 2008

10% off all RULERS, CUTTERS, 

CUTTING MATS & ALL TEMPLATES
 15th December  – 20th December 2008

10% off ALL THREADS

The Studio will be closed between Christmas and New Year, 

except by appointment.

NEW YEAR SPECIALS

2nd and 3rd January, 2009

15% off EVERYTHING IN STOCK

5th January – 10th January 2009
10% off all WADDING

+ 240cm & 270cm wide BACKING FABRIC

12th January – 17th January 2009

10% off ALL BOOKS
BAG COMPETITION RESULTS

Thank you to all who participated in the Bag Competition.  Unfortunately there were quite a lot who were not able to return their completed bags for judging.  However, we did have 7 bags returned and the quality of workmanship was excellent.  Lesley Hurt a long standing friend and patchwork teacher for over 30 years kindly judged the bags for us.  As you are aware, there were 2 categories.  Only two were returned for the “Creative” section and five were returned for the “Original Design”.  The results were as follows:

ORIGINAL DESIGN SECTION was won by 

Lyn Henderson from Hope Valley South Australia

CREATIVE SECTION was won by 

Jenny Ellison from Wellington, South Australia.

Both ladies have received their prizes and those who live nearby may collect their bags at any time.  Those requiring to be posted will be sent in December.
GIFT IDEAS

For some time now, we have been trying to find small gift items.  We have finally found the following tins that we thought you might find interesting:

Tins with a button theme (6 styles) (empty)
  $2.50 each

Tins with Pearl head Pins (200 pins)  $5.50 each

Tins with Plastic head Pins (200 pins)  $5.50 each

Tins with Mending Kit suitable for travel $7.00 ea 

Tape Measure in a Tin (3mtr tape)  $2.70 each

3mtr Retractable Tape Measure $3.00 each

We have now been able to add to this list with the following:

“Singer” tins  18cms wide x  11.5cms high with handle on top 

· great value at $11 each

Pretty Embroidery Scissors (cut well) $4 each

We have also repackaged some of the “Gift Packs” and have tied them with ribbon.  .3 mtr fabric @ $5 each
All of the above are ideal “Kris Kringle” gifts.

FABRICS

Now is a really good time to buy fabric as we have been told that with the present situation with the money market, prices are set to rise considerably.  

We are currently considering offering another patchwork block of the month later in 2009, but more news on this when we have more information.  

Recently arrived into stock is the “Winding Ways” range.  The predominant colour is blue and we have a free pattern to give you with the purchase of these fabrics.

CLASSES 

The following classes are being offered:

Autumn Leaves Patchwork Quilt Class 

This quilt is a great way to use up scraps and learn some useful techniques.  With the holidays just around the corner, this would be a great project to work on.

15th November, 2008

1pm to 4pm

Class cost: $20 

“Kaleidoscope of Kolor” 

Block of the Month 
 6th December, 2008

10th January, 2009

10am to 12noon

Monthly Kit cost:  $28.00

Class cost: $10 for each class

African Bag

Easy to make – a fun bag that also looks great and makes the perfect gift with Christmas just around the corner.  

22nd November, 2008

10am to 1pm

Class cost: $20 

BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL FOR ALL CLASSES

Beginners Patchwork and other interesting patchwork classes are planned for Saturday classes in 2009.  Details of these will be in the January/February Newsletter.

MYSTERY MORNINGS?

Every year, we find people commenting that there is nothing happening in January, so this time we have decided to do something about it.  On 15th, 16th and 17th January between 10am and 12 noon, we are organizing three Mystery Mornings.  

As numbers are limited, booking is essential.  There is a $10 cost per seat, but all who attend are given a bag of goodies that will have a value of at least this amount.  You can book for friends, and bookings may be made by phone, in person or through the post. 

As these are Mystery Mornings, no discussion will be entered into regarding content of the mornings activities, except to say that each morning will have similar content.

Should you be visiting Adelaide from a country area or from Interstate, and would be interested to attend, you would be most welcome and we suggest you make a phone booking. 

If you would like to organize this to be an outing for your stitching group, we would prefer to arrange a separate time within the same week in January if the number attending is in excess of 10. 

We look forward to seeing you at one of these fun mornings!   
PATCHWORK 

BLOCK OF THE MONTH 2008/2009

“Kaleidoscope of Kolor”
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Jewel Colours
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Earth Colours

17 gorgeous “Shadow Play” fabrics from Maywood Studio are used in this stunning quilt designed by Thea D. Jirak for The Quilt Connection

Finished quilt size:  96” (244cms) x 100” (254cms)

Choose from 2 colourways – 

Earth Tones (natural background)

Jewel Tones (almost Black background)

There are 12 monthly postings.  Fabrics for the Borders and Binding are sent with Month 12.  Monthly packs include fabric and  instructions

Pay $28.00 when you enrol for Month 1

Then $28.00 per month up to and including Month 12

(Postage included)

Phone or write for more information.  
Classes are also available for those living locally 

“A Kaleidoscope of Kolor” will be available as a block of the month for quite some time as it uses the basic range of “Shadow Play” fabrics.  We will begin the next new posting group in February 2009.
New Kits and Patterns

‘DIAMOND AND ROSES’

CUSHION KIT OR PATTERN

[image: image3.wmf]
Margaret has just been completed this lovely cushion after having it on the drawing board for probably 3 years.  It is now available for sale.  While it uses plenty of stem stitch and colonial knots, also included are lattice stitch, lazy daisy, blanket stitch, coral stitch and fly stitch.  The pattern includes stitch descriptions for all of these stitches.

For something different, Finca Super6 was used in this project and is included in the kit.  Cushion size 40cms square plus lace frill.

Pattern cost $10.00 each (plus $1.30 postage)

Kits $25.00 each (includes thread, lace, fabric, needles and cord) (plus $5.50 postage)
‘GOD IS IN THE GARDEN’

WALLHANGING KIT

[image: image4.wmf]
This time Margaret has stepped out and produced something quite different, a hanging in candlewicking!  Once again a variety of stitches have been used in addition to the colonial knots and stem stitch.  Back stitch, straight stitch and lazy daisy stitch were also used.  This design is available as a kit only.  Measures 52cms x 40cms.

Complete Kits $27.00 each (plus $5.50 postage)
GUTERMANN 

100% COTTON THREADS

Early in December, we are expecting to receive the full range of 250mtr spools of 100% cotton Gutermann threads.  They have recently released 29 more colours in the 250mtr spool size selection making a total of 56 shades.  

Gutermann Natural Cotton thread is fine but strong with a silk-like luster.  The thread is suitable for both hand and machine sewing.  For the long term wearing of our quilts, it is strongly recommended that you use 100% cotton threads with 100% cotton fabric.  Polyester fibers are very hard on cotton fibers and over time, will affect the life of your quilts.  Many of our quilts will out-live us and so it is good to use threads that will allow them to live longer!

Pricing on the 250mtr spools is $5.50 per spool.  We also carry 11 colours in the 800mtr spools for $12.00 per spool.   Just a reminder that there is 10% discount on threads 15th to 20th December!

BOOKS

“Candlewicking and Colonial Stitchery” by Jean Jensen $9.50 each

Volume 1;  Volume 2;  Volume 3;  Volume 4;  Volume 5 “From Nanna’s Garden”;  Volume 6 “Land, Sea & Air”;  Volume 7 “Hearts, Teddy Bears and others”;  

Volume 8 “Crochet Embroidery”.

“BEGINNERS GUIDE TO MOUNTMELLICK EMBROIDERY”    by  Pat Trott

For those who have done Candlewicking and are looking for new challenges - an extension of what you have been doing, this book is for you!    $25.50 per copy
Catalogue

We will be upgrading the Catalogue in early 2009.  It will then take on a new format.  There will be new candlewick patterns and kits released in the new Catalogue as Margaret has been busy stitching!

Website

If you have been checking on the website, you will find that progress has slowed down again. The ordering section is still being worked on and hopefully PayPal will soon be up and running.  We are still waiting for more sub-headings under some of the pages so that we can add more product information.  It has been a slow process and at least a year or so behind what we had hoped.  Fortunately, it is being set up in such a way that we will be able to do much of our own updating.   I am not game to guesstimate when it will be complete!!  It certainly would be good to have it all done.

PHOTOCOPYING

As you are aware from previous newsletters, we now have own good quality photocopier.  Depending on quantity, our prices for Black and White copies vary from 10cents down to 4cents.  Our colour prices vary from 80cents down to 40cents.
BRING YOUR GROUP TO visit OUR studio in 2009!
We cater for groups of up to 30 people at a time.  Demonstrations are designed to be ‘hands on’ and kits are available for low cost - $5 to $10, depending on the demonstration. We offer a choice of demonstrations:

Marti Michell Log Cabin ($8 Kit)
Marti Michell Templates ($5 Kit)

Crazy Patchwork by Machine ($10 Kit)

Candlewicking 1 ($5 Kit)

Candlewicking 2 ($5 Kit)

Quilt as you go Hexagons ($7 Kit)

Clover YoYo Maker ($10 Kit)

You will notice that more choices have been added to the list, we anticipate that some groups will be visiting us again and we are trying to keep it interesting for you!

We also offer a discounted special just for your group – this is announced on the day.  Demonstration time takes about half to ¾ hour.  To give you the best advantage, larger groups are divided into two groups and while one group is having a demonstration, the other is shopping!  You will need to allow about 2 hours for your visit.

We prepare morning or afternoon tea or supper for an evening visit. We realize that the needs of each individual group may be different, so, if the idea of a visit to our studio appeals to you, we would love to hear from you so we can discuss your group’s individual needs.  Some are visiting us as their final meeting for the year.

POSTAL MAILING LIST
Would you like to receive a FREE copy of the “The Stitcher” Bi-monthly?  Just advise us by phone, email or post with your details, we will be happy to include you!  

Please be sure to let us know if you change your address, so that we can update our records. 

If you are currently on our mailing list for the Block of the Month, and/or Sew Stitchable Fabric Club, you will automatically receive the “The Stitcher”  and any other product information each month in your mail-out. 

Alternatively the same information can be sent via email.  

Ask us to put you on our EMAIL MAILING LIST today.

We especially wish to thank all who have visited us this year whether individually or in groups we have really enjoyed and appreciated your visits.  

We take this opportunity to wish you a truly happy and Blessed Christmas with family and friends and we trust that 2009 will bring you good health, happiness and lots of time for stitching!!

Margaret and Bruce

